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Dear Councillor,

I am writing to show my support, and to ask you to support, the Paddle Steamer Waverley.  2011 might see the last sailing of the Paddle Steamer Waverley around Britain.  The charity which owns and operates her has appealed to your council for some very modest support, and I hope you will support this appeal. She is a national treasure and is the last sea-going paddle steamer in the world. She creates around £5 million for the economy and sustains 54 FTE jobs. Much of this benefits the smaller communities which she serves, and for whom she has become a much-treasured part of the tourist industry.

Time is running out for the Charity which operates the Paddle Steamer Waverley. The Appeal launched earlier this year needs to raise £350,000. In order for the world’s last seagoing paddle steamer to celebrate her 65th birthday next year, emergency funds are required before 16th October 2011 to ensure she is able to undergo statutory refit work which will allow the ship to sail in 2012. Around £38,000 of volunteer labour is budgeted for the winter refits.

This is an important consideration for the country’s tourism economy. She is an ambassador for Great Britain and, since 2003, has been listed in the British National Register of Historic Ships core collection as ‘a vessel of pre-eminent importance’. It would be a great loss if Waverley could not return next year to celebrate the 200th anniversary of steam navigation.

Signed: ..................................................................................................................................................

Date:     /    /  

